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BOROUGH  OF  HOVE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  1 925. 


To  the  Mayor , Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Hove. 

The  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925  is,  by 
direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  a Survey  Report,  looking  back 
over  the  last  5 years,  and  noting  any  changes  or  progress  during 
that  period. 

The  statistics  given  show  that  the  health  of  the  Borough  has 
been  maintained,  and  that  in  all  branches  of  work  the  Council 
have  been  keen  to  make  progress  along  the  newer  lines  which 
affect  specially  the  health  of  individuals,  as  well  as  to  perfect  the 
older  means  which  affect  the  public  as  a whole. 

All  the  members  of  the  Health  Staff  have  worked  well  through- 
out the  year. 

I have  to  thank  you  all  for  your  assistance  at  all  times  in  my 
work,  and  specially  for  your  kindness  and  sympathy  during  my 
recent  illness. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

AUGUSTINE  GRIFFITH. 

Town  Hall,  Hove. 

April  15th,  1926. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Hove  is  a Municipal  Borough  situated  on  the  South  Coast  and 
adjoins  Brighton  along  its  Eastern  boundary:  the  land  rises 
gradually  from  sea  level  to  90  ft.  above  O.D  : the  sub-soil  is 
chalk,  which  is  overlain  with  loam  and  gravel  in  parts,  and  by 
clay  in  a small  area  at  the  eastern  end,  in  which  are  included  the 
public  gardens  of  St.  Ann’s  Well. 


The  streets,  which  are  wide,  and  run  mostly  north  and  south 
across  main  roads  from  east  to  west,  are  flushed  with  air  and 
sunshine.  Owing  to  the  slope  and  the  chalk  soil  the  pavements 
and  streets  dry  quickly  after  rain.  The  humidity  of  the  air  is  low  ; 
the  climate  is  equable,  without  extremes  of  heat  and  cold. 


Area 

Population,  Census  1921 
Population,  estimated,  1 925  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921) 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921) 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ... 


(acres)  1,594 
...  44,150 

...  45,000 

8,774 

...  11,886 
...  £492,236 
...  £1,939 


Births 

Deaths 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  1925. 

Total  M.  F. 

f Legitimate  ...  461  217  244  9 ,,  , 1Ar.^ 

\ Illegitimate  ...  33  15  18  j>Birth-rate  10.9/ 

691  286  405  Death-rate  15.35 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child-birth— 
From  sepsis ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Actual  number — Male,  16  ; Female,  15  ; Illegitimate,  4. 

Rate  per  1,000  births  : Legitimate  58  ; Illegitimate,  121  ; total,  62. 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  None 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  2 

These  statistics  are  prepared  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Visitors  who  die  here  are  not  counted  : babies  born  in  Hove 
whose  parents  are  not  residents  are  not  counted  ; on  the  other 
hand,  persons  usually  residing  in  Hove,  who  die  elsewhere,  are 
included  in  the  Hove  deaths,  and  the  births  are  dealt  with  in  the 
same  way. 
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The  deaths  exceeded  the  births  by  197.  In  each  year  since 
1914,  with  one  exception,  the  deaths  in  Hove  have  exceeded  the 
births  : the  exception  was  in  1920,  when,  throughout  the  country, 
the  birth-rate  was  very  high,  and  in  that  year  births  were  196 
more  than  deaths  in  Hove  : in  1925  the  usual  condition  prevailed 
to  a larger  extent  than  before  : this  is  due  to  the  large  number 
of  residents  of  advanced  age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1925. 


Measles 

6 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  3 

Influenza  

...  25 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

...  2 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

...  23 

Tuberculosis  of  other  parts  ... 

...  9 

Cancer  ... 

...  99 

Diabetes 

...  10 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

...  44 

Heart  Disease  ... 

...  127 

Arterio-sclerosis 

...  35 

Bronchitis 

...  26 

Pneumonia 

...  41 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

...  18 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

...  2 

Appendicitis  ... 

6 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

...  9 

Nephritis 

...  17 

Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

...  21 

Suicide  ... 

8 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

...  13 

Other  Diseases 

...  144 

The  chief  causes  of  death  are  those  most  to  be  expected  among 
a population  which  has  a comparatively  low  number  of  young 
persons  and  a high  proportion  of  persons  of  advanced  age.  The 
deaths  over  65  years  of  age  were  62  per  cent,  of  all  deaths.  The 
Hove  death-rate  cannot  be  compared  with  that  of  other  towns 
without  making  a correction  for  the  unusual  age  distribution  of 
the  population  : the  standardising  factor  for  Hove  is  0.739  : when 
the  crude  death-rate  (15.35)  is  multiplied  by  this  the  corrected 
death-rate  becomes  11.3. 


Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1925. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  County 

Council. 


Name. 

Where  Situated. 

Accommodation. 

Provided  by 

Tuberculosis 

Darvell  Bank 

Robertsbridge 

60  beds 

County  Council 

Sanatorium 

(Ticehurst  R.D.) 

Hove  Patients 

admitted  in  1925 

—28 

Maternity  ... 

Branch  of 

Portland  Road, 

3 beds 

Local  Authority 

Women’s 

Hove 

For  Normal 

pays  charges. 

Hospital 
Admitted  in  192 

5—28 

Confinements. 

Ditto 

Sussex  Maternity 

Buckingham 

For  Abnormal 

Ditto. 

and  Womens’ 

Road,  Brighton 

Confinements. 

Hospital 
Patients  admitt 

ed  in  1925 — 15. 

Children 

Not  provided  or 

subsidised  by  L 

ocal  Authority. 

F ever 

Hove  Borough 

Portslade 

63  beds 

Local  Authority 

Sanatorium 

Admitted  in  192 

5 — 72 — from  H 

ove  45,  other 

Districts  27. 

Small-pox  ... 

Fulking  Grange 

On  the  Downs 

3 beds 

Reserved  for 

Hospital 

Hove  by 

Admitted  in  192 

5 — none 

Brighton  Council 

For  unmarried  mothers  and  illegitimate  infants. — Nine  beds  are 
provided  by  the  Chichester  Diocesan  Purity  Association,  at 
21  Seafield  Road,  Hove.  The  Local  Authority  pays  for  some 
Hove  inmates.  The  Hove  Refuge,  under  the  same  Association, 
is  at  39  St.  Andrew’s  Road,  Portslade. 

For  homeless  children. — -There  are  no  homes  receiving  children 
directly.  Dr.  Ba.rnardo’s  Homes  have  convalescent  branches 
in  the  Borough  for  boys  and  girls. 

Ambulance  facilities. — (a)  For  infectious  cases,  provision  is  made 
by  the  Local  Authority  ; ( b ) for  non-infectious  and  accident 
cases  the  Red  Cross  Society’s  cars,  stationed  in  Hove,  are 
available.  The  old  horsed  ambulances  at  the  Sanatorium 
were  replaced  in  August  by  a motor  ambulance  and  motor 


van. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Name  and  Situation. 

Accommodation,  etc. 

By  whom  provided. 

Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare 
Centre 

Clarendon  Villas 

2 afternoons  per 
week 

Local  Authority 

Day  Nursery  ... 

12  Goldstone  Villas 

42  children  and 
infants 

Voluntary  Com- 
mittee. Council 
makes  a grant  of 
£100  p.a. 

School  Clinics ... 

Education  Offices 

for  diseases  of  skin, 
eyes,  teeth  and 
general 

Local  Authority 

Ditto  

Hove  Hospital 

for  tonsils  and 
adenoids 

Fees  paid  by  Local 
Authority 

Tuberculosis  ... 

East  Sussex  County 
Council  Dispensary 
Clarendon  Villas 

twice  weekly 

County  Council 

Venereal 

Diseases  ... 

Royal  Sussex 
County  Hospital, 
Brighton 

3 days  weekly  for 
men  and  women 

County  Council 

Public  Health  Staff.  1925. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

A.  Griffith,  M.D.  (also  M.O.H.  of  Portslade  and  Steyning 
East  District). 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

H.  C.  Simpson,  M.R.S.I.  (Senior). 

R.  J.  Churcher,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  and  Meat  Inspection. 

J.  C.  Armstrong,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  and  Meat  Inspection. 

Health  Visitors  (whole  time)  : 

Miss  A.  M.  Hipkins,  Hospital  trained,  Cert.  H.V.,  R.S.I. 
and  C.M.B.,  who  is  also  Inspector  of  Midwives. 

Miss  Linda  Norris,  Hospital  trained,  and  C.M.B.  (from 
1st  September). 

Tuberculosis  Nurse  (part  time)  : 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Bright,  Hospital  trained. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General.— For  all  patients  under  medical  care  the  nurses 
of  Queen  Victoria’s  Jubilee  Nursing  Institute  are  avail- 
able, independently  of  the  Local  Authority. 
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(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases. — -The  Local  Authority  has 
arranged  for  the  Queen’s  Nurses  to  visit  cases  of  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  Ophthalmia,  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  Polio- 
myelitis and  Pneumonia  ; the  Council  to  pay  such  fees 
as  cannot  be  paid  by  the  patients.  The  cases  nursed  in 
1925  were  : Measles,  7 ; Whooping  Cough,  1. 

Midwives. — Most  of  the  midwifery  is  undertaken  by  the  staff 
of  the  Sussex  Maternity  and  Womens’  Hospital,  Brighton, 
which  has  a branch  in  Hove.  Eighteen  midwives  notified 
their  intention  to  practise,  of  whom  6 were  on  the  staff 
of  the  Women’s  Hospital  and  5 were  Queen’s  Nurses. 
The  Local  Authority  does  not  employ  or  subsidise  any 
midwives. 


List  of  adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Local  Regulations  relating  to 
the  Public  Health — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  III.  (adopted 
1891). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Part  IIP,  except 
Sections  48  and  50,  and  Part  IV.,  came  into  force  October, 
1909. 


Hove  Corporation  Act,  1913. 


Bye-laws  relating  to — 

Slaughter-houses... 

Footways,  Cesspools  and  Nuisances  ... 
Lodging  Houses  and  Common  Lodging 
Houses ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Removal  of  House  Refuse 
Provision  of  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of 
Fire  in  Factories  and  Workshops  ... 
To  prevent  throwing  waste  paper  in 
Streets  ... 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Slaughter-houses  (revised) 

Nuisances  from  Dogs  fouling  Pavements 


adopted  1875 
1875 


* ) 


y y 


1875 
Sept.  1896 
Feb.  1907 
Nov.  1920 


,,  June  1922 

,,  Feb.  1925 
,,  June  1925 
,,  June  1925 
,,  Jan.  1926 


I would  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  recent  Bye- 
law which  requires  any  person  having  a dog  on  lead  to  prevent  it 
fouling  the  footway.  Persons  having  dogs  not  on  leads  should  be 
careful  also  not  to  allow  them  to  cause  what  has  become  on  some 
pavements  a real  annoyance  and  a very  insanitary  nuisance. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water  Supply. — All  houses  have  a constant  service  of  water, 
which  is  obtained  by  the  Brighton  Corporation  from  deep  borings 
in  the  chalk.  The  water  is  very  pure,  and  forms  an  excellent 
table-water,  being  well  aerated. 

Sewerage. — Beyond  the  laying  of  sewers  in  new  streets,  there 
has  been  nothing  to  mention. 

The  system  of  drainage  throughout  the  Borough  is  modern, 
with  intercepting  traps  between  the  house  drains  and  the  sewers. 

House  Refuse. — House  refuse  is  collected  in  electrically  driven 
vans,  twice  weekly  in  summer  months  and  once  weekly  during  the 
rest  of  the  year.  The  collected  refuse  is  crushed,  after  sorting,  in 
4 crushers,  and  is  sold  for  use  as  manure,  some  locally  and  some 
by  rail.  There  is  a slight  difficulty  at  times  in  disposing  of  it  at 
once,  especially  when  farmers  are  extra  busy.  During  1925, 
12,847  tons  of  refuse  were  collected. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT. 


By  Mr.  H.  C.  Simpson,  M.R.S.I.,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Total  number  of  houses  or  premises  inspected 
Number  of  houses  inspected  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  •••■  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

,,  houses  inspected  (under  Housing — Inspection  of 
District  Regulations) 

,,  houses  in  which  defects  or  nuisances  were  found 
,,  premises,  including  houses,  in  which  defects  or 
nuisances  were  found 

,,  houses  or  premises  inspected  from  complaints 
received  ... 

,,  defects  or  nuisances  found  (including  number  of 
rooms  in  a bad  condition) 

,,  houses  or  premises  in  which  defects  or  nuisances 
have  been  remedied 
„ visits  in  respect  of  illness  ... 

,,  visits  to  disinfect  rooms  or  bedding 
,,  visits  for  sundry  purposes  ... 

,,  re-visits  to  premises 

,,  inspections  of  dairies 

,,  inspections  of  provision  shops 

,,  inspections  of  hawkers’ barrows  ... 

,,  inspections  of  shops  and  slaughter-houses  in 
respect  of  meat  and  fish 


4,306 

1,378 

923 

939 

983 

443 

2,699 

1,042 

69 

344 

2,399 

3,915 

188 

233 

243 

457 
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Number  of  inspections  of  stables  in  respect  of  manure 
accumulations  (breeding  of  flies,  etc.) 

,,  inspections  under  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act 
rats  destroyed 
,,  smoke  observations 

, , preliminary  and  verbal  notices  issued 

,,  Statutory  Notices  issued  ... 

„ Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ... 

,,  drains,  W.C.’s,  soil-pipes,  vent-pipes,  sinks  and 
waste-pipes  or  any  portion  of  same  being  de- 
fective or  choked,  remedied 

,,  roofs,  guttering,  stack-pipes,  walls,  ceilings,  win- 
dows, stair-cases,  doors,  fire-grates,  floors, 
paving,  etc.,  defective,  remedied 
,,  rooms,  passages,  stair-cases,  yards  and  areas, 

etc.,  in  a dirty  condition,  remedied  ... 

,,  ashpits  or  dust-bins  defective,  remedied 

accumulations  of  manure  or  other  refuse  removed 
,,  animal  nuisances  remedied 

,,  smoke  nuisances  remedied 

,,  overcrowding  nuisances  remedied 

,,  houses  with  water  service  defective,  remedied  ... 


418 

1,146 

1,577 

53 

1,038 

31 

30 


512 


931 

1,153 

215 

52 

18 

11 

3 

3 


Elementary  Schools. 

There  was  a moderately  severe  outbreak  of  Measles  from 
January  to  March  ; in  1924  the  epidemic  was  slight,  in  1923 
general  and  more  severe. 

German  Measles,  of  which  there  are  some  cases  every  year, 
seems  to  take  on  an  epidemic  form  occasionally,  as  was  the  case 
this  year.  A few  cases  occurred  at  the  end  of  May,  to  be  followed 
in  the  last  few  days  of  June  and  in  July  by  over  40  cases,  mostly 
in  one  school.  Occasional  cases  continued  throughout  the  year. 

In  one  small  school,  Ivy  Place,  Chicken  Pox  spread  to  30 
children  out  of  53  on  the  roll,  and  the  school  was  closed  one  week 
before  the  Christmas  holiday. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  issued  a new  Memorandum  on 
Closure  of,  and  Exclusion  from  School  on  account  of  illness  ; the 
previous  Memorandum  was  dated  1909.  This  lays  down  the  general 
principle  that  “ if  the  power  to  exclude  individual  children  be  used 
to  the  best  advantage,  it  is  only  in  special  and  quite  exceptional 
cases  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  close  a school  in  the  interests  of 
public  health.” 

This  principle  has  been  adopted  in  Hove,  as  in  most  districts, 
for  many  years  : no  school  has  been  closed  under  the  order  of  the 


12 


Sanitary  Authority  for  20  years.  The  M.O.H.  is  in  constant  touch 
with  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  the  Education  Office  about 
cases  of  illness  : a weekly  return  is  made  by  the  Education  Office 
to  the  M.O.H. , and  on  the  occurrence  of  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough 
the  names  and  addresses  are  sent  daily  so  that  the  Health  Visitor 
may  call.  The  end  aimed  at  is  not  to  “ stamp  out  the  epidemic  ” 
which,  with  our  present  knowledge,  cannot  be  done,  but  to  take 
all  possible  means  to  bring  the  patients  through  without  injury  to 
health  or  loss  of  life. 

In  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria  appearing  in  any 
school,  the  M.O.H.  arranges  the  period  of  absence  of  contacts,  and 
also  reports  to  the  School  M.O.  when  the  patients  should  be  ready 
for  school.  They  are  then  seen  by  the  S.M.O.  before  being  admitted. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

A scheme  for  treatment  of  crippled  children  has  been  under 
consideration  by  all  the  authorities  in  Sussex,  owing  to  pressure 
from  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  Ministry  of  Health.  After 
preliminary  clearing  of’the  ground  by  the  School  Medical  Officers, 
a meeting  of  delegates  from  the  Local  Authorities  was  held  in 
Brighton  in  May,  and  a Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  work 
out  details.  Nothing  has  yet  been  settled  as  far  as  Hove  is  con- 
cerned. The  children  to  be  dealt  with  may  come  under  the  notice 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  viz.,  tuberculosis  cases,  and  for 
these  the  County  Council  is  responsible  ; or  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  if  below  school  age;  or  of  the  Education 
Committee  if  at  school.  The  total  number  of  Hove  children  likely 
to  need  treatment  is  small,  and  it  seems  advisable  at  present  to 
wait  till  the  larger  authorities  have  settled  their  plans. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

The  duties  under  this  Act  were  delegated  to  the  Council  in 
1923.  In  April,  1924,  a Rat  Catcher  was  appointed  to  give  part- 
time  services  in  afternoons  and  evenings  to  this  object.  In  1924 
he  killed  655  rats,  in  1925  1,577,  at  a cost  of  about  Is.  per  rat. 
The  arrangement  works  satisfactorily. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Total  Number  on  Register. 

No.  of  Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ...  ...  172 

No.  of  Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ...  497 

No.  of  Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises)  ...  75 


13 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions. 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

168 

11 

Workshops  (including  Work- 
shop Laundries)... 

471 

33 

Nil 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ premises) 

79 

10 

Tot  al  ...  ... 

718 

54 

2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

Number  of 
Prosecu- 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Inspector. 

(4) 

tions. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

49 

49 



— - 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

3 

1 

• — - 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

‘ 

— 

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation  : 

52 

52 

— 

“ 

Insufficient 

— 

— 

— - 

— . 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— - 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Acts — 
Illegal  occupation  of  un- 
derground bakehouse 
(s.  101) 

Other  offences  ... 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork,  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Sched- 
ule to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  & Workshops  Trans- 
fer of  Powers)  Order,  1921.) 

Total 

104 

104 

— 

— 
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HOUSING. 

(1)  General  Housing  Conditions. 

F or  the  middle  classes  there  is  no  shortage  of  houses  : 555 
houses,  apart  from  Government  schemes,  have  been  erected  since 
January,  1921,  and  247  have  been  added  by  the  alteration  of  old 
houses  into  flats.  But  the  situation  of  the  working  classes  is  very 
far  from  satisfactory,  as  the  following  facts  show  : — 

Houses  for  the  Working  Classes  : History  since  1919. 

1919. — The  Council  decide  to  erect  200  houses;  the  number  is 
reduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  63. 

1921.  — 33  houses  erected  by  Council. 

1922.  — 30  houses  erected  by  Council.  Council  resolve  to  erect  20 

more  ; Ministry  agree  to  these. 

May,  1923.— Council  decide  to  build  200  (including  20  agreed  to). 
January,  1924.  —Ministry  sanction  90  more  houses,  after  receiving 
deputation  from  Council ; these  were  completed  in 
December. 

May,  1924. — Council  applied  for  approval  of  Ministry  to  proceed 
with  another  90  ; approval  given  in  July  ; houses  begun 
in  May,  1925. 

Council  purchased  land  along  Old  Shoreham  Road 
and  applied  for  approval  to  erect  houses  on  it. 

September,  1925. — Ministry  gave  consent  to  proceed  with  96  houses 
to  complete  Old  Shoreham  Road  site  ; these  were  begun 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Council’s  houses  erected  up  to  date  (April,  1926). — 63,  20,  90, 
20,  total  193  ; in  course  of  erection,  168. 

The  applications  received  for  Council  houses  in  1921  num- 
bered 180,  from  which  63  tenants  were  selected.  In  1923,  when  it 
was  decided  to  build  200  more,  the  applications  increased  to  400. 
Since  then  tenants  have  been  selected  for  202  new  houses,  and  a 
few  to  fill  vacancies.  Fresh  applicants  came  throughout  1925,  and 
more  have  been  received  in  the  first  3 months  of  1926  : there  are 
now  about  350  remaining.  When  the  96  now  in  course  of  erection 
are  occupied,  the  worst  cases  should  be  dealt  with  : there  will 
remain  a large  number  of  families  living  in  what  cannot  be  called 
“ homes,”  whose  necessity  cannot  be  ignored,  and  there  are  many 
young  people  who  want  to  marry  and  make  homes,  whose  claims 
hitherto  it  has  not  been  possible  to  meet  because  those  with  families 
were  in  greater  need.  It  is  almost  impossible  at  the  present  time 
for  parents  with  young  children  to  find  any  accommodation  and 
quite  hopeless  for  them  to  look  for  proper  rooms.  The  fact  must 
be  faced  that  for  some  years  to  come  the  houses  required  for  the 
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working  man,  who  cannot  buy  his  house,  will  have  to  be  provided 
by  the  Council.  Judging  by  the  applications  now  filed,  another 
200  houses  will  be  required  in  the  next  2 or  3 years,  and  steps  to 
provide  these  should  be  begun  at  an  early  date. 

(2)  Overcrowding, 

The  cause  of  overcrowding  is  the  want  of  accommodation.  There 
are  many  occupying  furnished  rooms  whose  goods  are  in  store,  and 
families  with  1,  2 or  more  children  occupying  2 rooms  with  no 
convenience  for  washing,  etc.,  not  on  account  of  poverty  but  be 
cause  these  were  the  only  rooms  to  be  had.  The  amount  of  over- 
crowding is  difficult  to  gauge  ; many  have  got  into  the  way  of 
putting  up  with  anything  without  grumbling,  and  the  sooner  this 
can  be  remedied  the  better. 

A list  of  real  overcrowded  rooms  was  sent  by  the  Public 
Health  Committee  to  the  Housing  Committee  ; these  cases  were 
met  in  the  course  of  house  to  house  inspection  : 23  instances  were 
found  in  5 streets,  but  4 of  these  are  among  the  most  crowded  in 
the  town.  At  the  Census  of  1921  the  persons  living  more  than 
3 to  1 room  were  163,  those  living  more  than  2 to  1 room  were 
1 ,891  (305  families).  It  is  useless  to  serve  notices  to  remedy  over- 
crowding until  other  accommodation  is  possible. 

(3)  Fitness  of  Houses. 

The  general  standard  of  houses  is  not  bad.  The  houses  in  the 
worst  streets  would  not  be  bad  if  they  were  not  over-populated  ; 
being  built  for  1 family,  they  are  now  occupied  by  2 or  more,  with- 
out alteration.  Owners  are  generally  ready  to  remedy  defects, 
many  of  which  are  due  to  the  carelessness  of  tenants  ; but  it  is 
difficult  to  be  careful  when  crowded,  and  children  are  in  and  out. 

Notices  to  remedy  defects  are  generally  served  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  in  some  instances  under  the  Housing 
Acts ; few  Statutory  notices  are  needed. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  town,  and  no  “ houses 
let  in  lodgings.” 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 
Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

1 o t al  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts — 

By  Local  Authority  ... 

By  other  persons 

Additional  dwellings  by  conversion  into  flats  ... 


261 

68 

5 

33 
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1.— UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,378 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Regulations,  1910 
and  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  923 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  939 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  906 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : — - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(. b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

There  is  no  cowshed  from  which  milk  is  sold  in  the  Borough. 
All  milk  comes  by  rail  or  road  ; the  larger  dairy  firms  have  motor 
lorries,  and  some  use  motor  vans  for  delivering  to  customers. 

The  quality  of  milk  generally  is  probably  above  the  average 
of  most  towns  in  respect  of  cleanliness  and  the  amount  of  cream. 
In  the  year  1921  a sample  of  milk  was  taken  from  each  vendor 
in  the  Borough  and  examined  bacteriologically  ; 5 samples  were 
of  Grade  A quality  though  sold  as  ordinary  milk  : in  September, 
1923,  among  21  similar  samples,  4 were  of  Grade  A quality:  none 
has  been  taken  since  for  bacteriological  examination.  Customers 
should  examine  the  milk  themselves  to  see  if  it  is  sweet  and  clean 
and  complain  to  the  dairy  if  not  ; by  this  means  the  farmers  will 
be  kept  up  to  a good  standard. 

All  the  dairy  premises  are  regularly  inspected.  Notices  were 
issued  to  29  premises  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Orders, 
viz.  : — 

For  rooms,  wash-houses,  etc.,  to  be  lime-washed  or 

distempered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

For  defective  flooring  or  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

For  other  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

For  failing  to  have  name  and  address  on  vehicles  ...  17 

Where  cream  was  kept  in  an  office  used  as  living  room  1 

Under  the  Special  Designations  Act,  licences  were  granted  to 
8 dairymen  to  sell  either  Certified,  Grade  A or  Tuberculin  tested 
milk.  For  each  of  these  certain  standards  of  cleanliness  are  fixed. 
Certified  milk  is  guaranteed  free  from  tuberculosis  and  is  bottled 
at  the  farm,  and  the  standard  is  higher  than  that  of  the  other 
Grades. 

Twenty  samples  of  Grade  A milk  were  tested  during  1925,  of 
which  5 failed  to  come  up  to  the  standard  required  ; later  samples 
were  satisfactory.  The  sale  of  such  milk  was  not  suspended  in 
any  case. 

These  qualities  of  milk  cost  a little  more  than  ordinary  new 
milk  but  are  well  worth  the  extra  cost,  especially  for  children,  for 
whom  ungraded  milk  is  unsafe  unless  boiled. 
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All  those  who  applied  for  special  licences  were  granted  them. 
One  dairyman  who  proposed  to  open  new  premises  as  a store  was 
refused  registration  as  the  premises  were  unsuitable. 

Meat. 

The  new  Regulations  have  been  carried  out  satisfactorily. 
The  chief  difference  observable  is  that  there  is  now  no  meat  exposed 
on  stalls  outside  of  the  shops. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Until  this  year  there  was  no  slaughter-house  registered  or 
licensed  in  the  Borough  ; 2 were  licensed  during  the  year,  at 
which  pigs  only  are  killed.  The  times  of  proposed  slaughtering 
have  been  duly  notified  to  the  Inspector  ; 270  pigs  were  inspected 
after  slaughter. 

New  Bye-laws  relating  to  slaughter-houses  were  passed  by  the 
Council : these,  in  addition  to  stringent  rules  for  cleanliness, 
require  the  use  of  the  humane-killer  in  slaughtering. 

The  meat  condemned  and  surrendered  during  the  year  was  : 
Beef,  1 qr.  23  lbs.  ; pork,  1 cwt.  3 qrs.  22  lbs. 


Other  Foods. 

No  informal  or  formal  samples  of  condensed  or  dried  milk 
were  taken  in  1925.  All  the  milk  sold  drv  or  condensed  is  that  of 
well-known  makers. 

Attention  may  be  called  to  the  new  Order  as  to  Preservatives 
in  Food,  some  of  which  comes  into  force  in  January,  1927.  Certain 
preservatives  and  colouring  matters  are  entirely  forbidden  ; others 
are  allowed  in  limited  amount  ; some  foods  must  bear  labels  stating 
that  they  contain  preservatives  ; but  the  details  of  this  may  wait 
until  next  year’s  Report. 


Number  of  Samples  taken  during  the  year  1925. 


New  Milk  ...  104 

Grade  “A”  Milk  20 

“Certified”  Milk  10 

Cream  ...  ...  ...  7 

Jam  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fine  Oatmeal  ...  ...  3 

Tea  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nursery  Milk  ...  ...  1 

Shredded  Suet  ...  ...  1 

Crystalized  Fruits  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  156 


(3  taken  in  course  of  delivery) 

(2  without  preservative) 
(informal  samples) 

(informal  samples) 

(informal  sample). 

(informal  sample) 
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Under  the  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  7 samples  of  cream 
were  taken  ; 5 with  preservative  and  2 without.  These  were  in 
in  accordance  with  the  regulations. 

ADULTERATIONS. 

New  Milk. 

Sample  No.  6 deficient  in  fat  15%.  Cautionary  letter  sent  to 
vendor. 

,,  Nos  67,  68  and  69  (taken  in  course  of  delivery.  Samples 
Nos.  67  and  68  deficient  in  fat  by  1%  ; No.  69  deficient 
in  fat  by  0.66% 

,,  No.  95  deficient  in  fat  1.6%.  Cautionary  letter  sent  to 
vendor. 

,,  No.  97  deficient  in  fat  43.3%  and  in  solids  not  fat  3.3%. 
Vendor  prosecuted  and  fined. 

,,  No.  98  deficient  in  fat  6%.  Cautionary  letter  sent  to 
vendor. 

,,  No.  132  deficient  in  fat  5%.  Cautionary  letter  sent  to 
vendor. 

Tea. 

Sample  No.  154  contained  11  small  metallic  particles.  Cautionary 
letter  sent  to  vendor. 

,,  No.  155  contained  3 small  and  1 large  particles  of  iron. 
Cautionary  letter  sent. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  1925. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria  ... 

12 

8 

_____ 

Scarlet  Fever 

41 

27 

3 

Dysentery  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

23 

— 

4 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

9 

5 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

16 

1 

1 

Malaria 

3 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro -spinal  Meningitis... 

1 

— - 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

3 
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Analysis  of  notified  cases  and  deaths  according  to  age  groups. 


Under  1 year. 

1-2  years. 

2-3  years. 

3-4  years. 

< A) 

U 

nj 

<D 

to 

i 

TP 

5-10  yeais. 

10-15  years.  1 

15-20  years. 

20-35  years.  J 

35-45  years.  1 

45-65  years. 

Over  65  years.  1 

XVXOX 

Diphtheria — 

Cases  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

12 

deaths ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

cases  ... 

1 

3 

5 

12 

12 

3 

3 

2 

41 

deaths . . . 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

cases  ... 

1 

1 

deaths ... 

Dysentery 

cases  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

deaths  ... 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

cases  ... 

1 

1 

deaths  ... 

Pneumonia 

cases  ... 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

5 

6 

1 

23 

deaths . . . 

1 

3 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

cases  ... 

1 

1 

1 

6 

9 

deaths ... 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

cases  ... 

1 

1 

1 

8 

5 

16 

deaths . . . 

1 

j 

Malaria 

cases  ... 

2 

lj 

3 

deaths ... 

j 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

cases  ... 

1 

1 

deaths  ... 

Enteric  Fever 

cases  . . . 

1 

( 

1 

1 

3 

deaths  ... 

j 

i 

Review  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during  5 years,  1921-1925 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 

cases 

1921 

101 

1922 

148 

1923 

107 

1924 

89 

1925 

41 

Total 

486 

deaths 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

10 

Diphtheria 

cases 

40 

16 

9 

11 

12 

88 

deaths 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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Enteric  Fever  ... 

cases 

1 

3 

0 

— 

3 

12 

deaths 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

cases 

5 

2 

1 

4 

9 

21 

deaths 

2 

— 

1 

9 

-J 

2 

7 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

cases 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

deaths 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 
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Puerperal  Fever 

...  cases 

1921  1922 

1 

1923 

1924 

2 

1925 

1 

Total 

4 

deaths 



— 

— 

— • 

— 

Pneumonia 

...  cases 

8 31 

10 

7 

23 

79 

Dysentery 

...  cases 

1 — 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  incidence  of  this  disease  in  past  years  is 
interesting 

1899-1901  (3  years),  516  cases  ...  average  172 

1902-1907  (6  years),  259  cases  ...  ,,  43 

1908-1909  (2  years),  454  cases  ...  ,,  227 

1910-1914  (5  years),  435  cases  ...  ,,  87 

1915-1920  (6  years),  197  cases  ...  ,,  36 

1921-1923  (3  years),  356  cases  ...  ,,  119 

1924-1925  (2  years),  130  cases  ...  ,,  65 

There  were  epidemics  lasting  2 or  3 years  in  1899,  1908  and 
1921.  These  years  were  followed  by  years  with  few  cases,  but  the 
fall  was  not  so  well  marked  after  the  1908-9  outbreak  as  after  that 
of  1899-1901.  The  years  to  follow  1925  should  bring  fewer  cases, 
if  the  disease  follows  precedent. 


Diphtheria. — There  has  been  a marked  diminution  in  cases 
since  1921  and  only  1 death  has  occurred  since  that  year.  Medical 
practitioners  have  made  free  use  of  the  facilities  provided  for  cul- 
tural examination  of  swabs  of  the  throat  and  nose,  contacts  are 
carefully  examined  bacteriologically : and  so  far  this  method  has 
proved  satisfactory.  There  has  been  no  call  for  the  newer  Schick 
methods  of  prevention. 


Pneumonia.— Notification  of  the  acute  form  of  this  disease 
appears  to  be  incomplete  ; the  death  of  a patient  may  be  certified 
as  due  to  Lobar  Pneumonia  when  no  notification  has  been  sent. 
It  does  not  seem  to  be  possible  or  advisable  to  attempt  to  take 
action  on  account  of  such  a failure  to  notify,  but  the  regulation 
as  to  notification  is  useful,  as  if  there  were  an  epidemic  or  an 
unusual  incidence  of  cases  of  Pneumonia,  sufficient  cases  would  be 
reported  to  reveal  the  occurrence. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Some  cases  notified  as  such  have 
been  of  uncertain  nature  ; the  only  instance  of  any  associa- 
tion of  cases  was  in  1924.  In  one  house  2 children  were  ill,  1 on 
August  9th  and  l on  August  24th  ; in  another  house  I occurred 
on  April  20th  and  the  later  on  August  I6th,  but  the  nature  of 
these  was  doubtful. 


Dysentery. — There  were  3 cases  in  5 years.  One  was  notified 
as  Typhoid  Fever,  but  bacteriological  tests  proved  it  to  be  Dysen 
tery.  The  other  two  were  not  confirmed  by  laboratory  examina- 
tion. 
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Malaria  and  Trench  Fever. — Only  Malaria  patients  from  abroad 

have  been  reported. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  referred  to  under  Schools. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  examines  at  the  Laboratory  in 
the  Town  Hall  specimens  from  cases  of  suspected  infectious  disease, 
including  Diphtheria,  Enteric  fevers,  Cerebro-spinal  fever,  Malaria, 
Dysentery,  Tuberculosis,  etc.,  also  a few  others,  including  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  special  milks.  Pathological  examinations, 
other  than  bacteriological,  are  not  undertaken  by  the  Council. 


Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  practitioners,  free  of  cost 

in  necessitous  cases  ; other  vaccines  and  sera  are  not 

Specimens  Examined  in  1925. 

For  Diphtheria — 

provided. 

From  medical  practitioners  in  Hove 

180 

,,  contacts  and  school  children 

73 

,,  patients  in  Borough  Sanatorium  ... 

177 

,,  outside  districts 

is 

r- 

u 

oc 

For  Tuberculosis — 

Sputum  from  patients  in  Hove  ... 

136 

,,  ,,  outside  districts 

18 

— 154 

For  Enteric  fever  by  Widal  test 

4 

„ „ urine  

20 

,,  ,,  foeces 

2 

For  C.S.F.—  Fluid  

2 

For  Ophthalmia  ... 

2 

Urine  for  bacillus  coli  ... 

4 

Other  specimens  ... 

12 

46 

Total 

716 

One  culture  of  Diphtheria  was  sent  away  for  a virulence  test. 

Arrangements  for  Disinfection. 

Bedding,  clothes,  etc.,  are  treated  by  current  steam. 

Rooms  are  sprayed  with  disinfectant  solution. 

Disinfection  is  done  free  of  cost  in  the  case  of  all  notifiable 
diseases,  and  at  a charge  which  covers  the  cost  after  other  illnesses 
of  a septic  nature,  and  cancer,  when  it  is  asked  for. 
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There  is  no  provision  for  disinfestation  of  persons.  Bedding 
is  put  through  the  steam  disinfector,  without  charge  to  necessitous 
cases. 

Rooms  and  Houses  Disinfected  during  1925. 

After  After  other  Noti-  After  Non-Noti- 

Tuberculosis.  fiable  Diseases.  fiable  Diseases. 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  90  ...  61  ...  184 

Houses  from  which  bedding 

was  removed  ...  ...  69  ...  60  ...  183 

Receipts  during  the  year — 

For  rooms,  £29  10s.  Od.  ; for  bedding,  etc.,  £83  9s.  Id. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 .. 

1 ... 

— 

— 

1 

5 

1 

— 

2 

2 

5 ... 

1 

— 

5 

2 

— . 

— 

1 

— 

10  ... 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

15  ... 

1 

• — - 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- — 

1 

20  ... 

3 

4 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

25  ... 

7 

7 

3 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— « 

35  ... 

11 

5 

— 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— . 

45  ... 

2 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

55  ... 

3 

3 

1 

— 

l 

— 

— 

— — 

65  and 
upwards 

6 

“ 

“ 

2 

1 

~ 

Totals 

28 

32 

13 

16 

11 

12 

4 

5 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  23  persons  who  died  from  disease  of  the  lungs ; 
1 died  in  the  County  Asylum,  4 others  were  not  notified  : of  9 
who  died  from  disease  of  other  parts,  6 were  not  notified  : they 
were  all  young  children  ; two  died  in  the  Royal  Alexandra  Hos- 
pital, Brighton  ; in  the  other  4 instances  the  condition  was  not 
recognised  as  due  to  Tuberculosis  until  near  the  end.  As  a rule, 
practitioners  are  good  in  notifying  cases. 
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The  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925,  prohibits  anyone  suffering  from  an  infectious  form  of  this 
disease  from  being  engaged  in  milking  cows,  treating  milk  or 
handling  milk  vessels. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62,  gives  the  Local 
Authority  power  to  remove  to  hospital  any  person  suffering  from 
an  infectious  form  of  Tuberculosis  who  is  without  proper  accom- 
modation and  care. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  use  either  of  these  new  powers. 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  to  be  reported  by  the  medical 
attendant  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  On  receipt  of  the 
notification,  enquiry  is  made  into  the  circumstances,  unless  the 
doctor  requests  otherwise : advice  and  help  are  given : the 
Public  Health  Tuberculosis  Sub-Committee  grant  milk  and  eggs  in 
some  cases,  and  lend  air  cushions  or  other  appliances  as  required. 
25  persons  were  assisted  in  various  ways  during  the  past  year. 
Help  has  been  given  also  to  ex-Service  men  by  the  Sussex  Emer- 
gency Help  Committee,  of  which  the  M.O.H.  is  a member:  and 
by  the  United  Services  Fund. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(1)  Inspection  of  Mid  wives. 

Hove  is  a Local  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives 
Act.  The  number  of  midwives  who  stated  their  intention  to 
practise  in  the  year  1925  was  18  ; some  of  these  only  attended 
cases  under  the  care  of  a medical  practitioner.  Miss  Hipkins,  who 
is  also  Senior  Health  Visitor,  paid  21  visits  of  inspection  ; 53 
notices  were  received  of  help  being  sent  for  to  the  mother,  and  10 
to  the  infant. 

All  midwives  are  trained  and  certificated  and  are  keen  on 
ante-natal  supervision. 

(2)  General  Arrangements. 

Two  qualified  Health  Visitors  are  engaged  for  their  whole 
time  in  visiting  infants,  children  up  to  5 years  of  age,  cases  of 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  etc.,  making  enquiries  into  infant 
deaths,  still-births,  keeping  records,  attending  and  preparing  for 
the  Welfare  Centre  sessions,  and  arranging  for  the  admissions  to 
Maternity  Hospitals,  and  in  many  other  ways  helping  the  mothers 
and  children. 
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Health  Visits  to  Homes,  1925 


First  visits  to  babies 

...  268 

Re-visits  to  infants  under  1 year 

...  2,050 

Re-visits  to  older  children 

...  3,031 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers 

88 

Visits  to  cases  of  Measles  ... 

47 

Visits  to  cases  of  Whooping  Cough 

3 

Total  visits  in  the  year 

...  5,487 

Cases  referred  to  Queen’s  Nurses  for  Nursing  at  home. 
Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Welfare  Centre,  Clarendon  Villas. 

Sessions  held,  102. 

Individual  mothers  who  attended,  351. 

Total  attendances  of  mothers,  3,404  (average  33). 

Total  attendances  of  infants,  2,139. 

Total  attendances  of  children,  1,129. 

Dried  milk  sold,  2,441  lbs. 

Dried  milk  given  free,  536  lbs. 

Daily  dinners  given  to  5 mothers  (414  dinners). 

Fresh  milk  given  to  20  mothers. 

Statistics  of  Breast  Feeding  of  Infants. 

The  records  of  396  children  visited  in  1925  show  that 
212  (53%)  were  entirely  breast-fed  for  9 months. 

235  (59%)  were  entirely  breast-fed  for  6 months. 

278  (70%)  were  entirely  breast-fed  for  3 months. 

32  (8%)  were  bottle-fed  from  birth. 

In  addition  to  these,  53  (13%)  were  partly  breast-fed  for 
periods  up  to  9 months. 

Maternity  Hospitals. 

Provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the  admission  of  lying- 
in  mothers  to  9 Portland  Road,  a branch  of  the  Women’s  Hospital, 
Brighton.  Here  3 beds  are  available  for  those  whose  accommoda- 
tion at  home  is  not  suitable. 

Cases  presenting  an  abnormality  are  referred  to  the  Women’s 
Hospital  in  Buckingham  Road,  Brighton,  where  they  are  admitted 
if  and  when  necessary,  the  Council  being  responsible  for  the  cost 
of  maintenance. 
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Admissions  during  5 

YEARS  TO 

Normal. 

Maternity  Hospitals 

Abnormal. 

1921 

42 

• • • 

4 

1922 

49 

• • • 

11 

1923 

33 

• • • 

15 

1924 

55 

• • • 

17 

1925 

28 

• • • 

13 

Day  Nursery. 

The  Day  Nursery  at 

12  Goldstone  Villas 

is  managed 

Voluntary  Committee,  on  which  the  Council  is  represented.  The 
Council  agreed  during  the  year  1925  to  make  an  annual  grant  of 
£100  towards  the  expenses. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  31  deaths  of  infants  in  the  year  1925,  the  infant 
mortality  rate  being  62  per  1,000  births.  This  is  slightly  higher 
than  in  some  recent  years. 


Causes  of  Infant  Deaths, 

1925. 

Prematurity  ... 

• • 

• • • • 

13 

Septic  poisoning 

• • 

• • • • 

4 

(died  in 

hospitals). 

Measles 

• • 

• • • • 

3 

Weakness  at  birth 

• . 

• • • • 

2 

Convulsions 

1 

Diarrhoea 

. . 

• • • • 

2 

Broncho-pneumonia  ... 

• . 

• • • • 

2 

I ntra-cranial  h semorrhage  . . . 

• • 

. 

1 

Congenital  heart  disease 

• • 

• • • « 

2 

Difficult  labour 

1 

Deaths  of  Children  from  1 to  5 years  of  age,  1925 
Male,  9 ; Female,  7 ; Total,  16. 


Causes:  Intestinal  obstruction  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  2 

Broncho-pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Laryngitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  heart  disease  ...  ...  4 

Under  anaesthetic  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

There  are  no  deaths  to  record  which  were  due  to  pregnancy  in 
the  year  1925. 

Ante-natal  supervision  is  not  undertaken  by  the  Council,  as 
it  is  well  provided  for.  Out  of  465  births  notified,  198  were  attended 
by  midwives  from  the  Women’s  Hospital,  the  staff  of  which  exer- 
cise ante-natal  care  over  all  their  cases  ; 103  by  medical  practi- 
tioners ; 103  by  other  midwives,  who  also  see  their  cases  ante- 
natally  and  refer  them  to  a doctor  if  necessary.  There  are  no 
women  here  who  cannot  get  ante-natal  care,  and  most  are  now 
keen  on  securing  it. 

Dental  Treatment  for  Mothers. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  during  the  year  for  mothers 
who  have  defective  teeth  to  attend  the  Dental  Hospital  in  Brighton, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre.  Two  cases  only  had  been  sent  for  treatment  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  many  mothers  who  need 
their  teeth  attended  to,  but  the  cases  eligible  under  this  scheme 
are  those  whose  health  is  likely  to  be  affected  through  the  defective 
teeth,  with  probable  injury  to  the  baby.  Cases  require  careful 
selection  : the  success  of  the  scheme  lies  in  the  future. 

Dental  Treatment  for  Children. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Authority,  children  under 
school  age  are  referred  to  the  School  Dentist  at  the  School  Clinic, 
and  the  fees  are  paid  by  the  Council  and  recovered  in  part  or 
whole  from  the  parents.  The  cases  so  treated  have  been  very 
few. 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases  of  Mothers  and  Children. 

Puerperal  fever  in  recent  years  has  caused  no  death  ; one  or 
two  cases  are  notified  per  annum,  but  these  are  generally  not  of 
a serious  nature.  Cases  needing  hospital  treatment  are  admitted 
to  the  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital. 

An  agreement  was  entered  into  some  years  ago  with  the  local 
branch  of  the  Queen  Victoria’s  Jubilee  Nursing  Institute  for 
nursing  in  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Pneumonia,  Ophthalmia  and 
Poliomyelitis  among  young  children.  The  Health  Visitors  visit 
reported  cases  and  refer  them  to  the  Queen’s  Nurses  when  necessary. 

There  has  been  no  case  reported  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
during  1925. 
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